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Wherein ſeveral EXCEPTIONS and 
AR GU MENTS againſt the Im- 
pofition and Uſe of the Service.Bookin 
the Engliſh Churches, are ſer 
farch and diſcuſſed. 
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By a- Reverend Divine, to his Chriſtian Friend, 
for his private fatisfaftion in this Particular, 
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3 THE TRYALL 
OF THE 
Engliſh Lycurgy. 


SIR; 5 


Hough I am ſenſible of the il Enter- 

TINGS tainement nhich the Truth in this par-/ 
IIS Y ticular hath found with thoſe who are 
- Fs wont to ſlight the grounds which they 


WW, | 
BR examine not , and of the reproaches, in- 


PS ED juries and dangers , whereunta they are 


expoſed who bveare witneſſe to it ; yet every Truth is 
pretious and more worth then my name , ltherty or life , 
which 1 have good reaſon to deſpiſe for tits ſake , who 
bath emptied himſelf of all his Glory, and humbled 
himſelf to the death , even the death of the Crofle , 
for me; and therefore in aſſurance of your unfeigned 
Love of the Trath, and of Me for the Truths ſake: 
to ſatisfie your earneſt deſire, 1 put Pen to Paper for 
your help in that Queſtion, concerning the Liturgy 
impoſed upon the Churches , and uſed by them for 
ſolemn TVorſhip in Aſſemblies : Examine what, I writs 
by the Scripture, as in the fight and feate of our 

\ A2 GOD, 


(4) 
GOD, whoſe jealouſie is made known from Fea- 
wen aganft thoſe who preſume to' wor fhip him by tens 
inventions and appointments 3. and if 1 agree with 
the Stripture , receive it for the Truths ſake, if not , 
reject it, T | 


Gainſt this Prayer-Book divers men have plca- 
A ded after a difterent manner. Firſt, ſome Argu- 
ments are proper to the Separatifts (q#a tals) #13.” That 
itis offered up; inafalſe Chuſh. FO » With a 
falſe Miniſter. 3. 1h the behalf of the” SubjeRs of the 
Kingdome of Antichriſt : Theſe are properly theirs , 
being the grounds whereupon they make a totall Se- 
paration from all the Churches in this Land , as no 
Churches of Cn &1's'T; "theſe I approve not; v6 
note them , that you may ſee upon how defferent 
grounds the ſame Poſition is maintained by ſeveral 
perſons , and that you may be delivered from the pre; 
judice which hinders many +from - receiving hos 
Truths, becauſe they fear the reproach of Browni/me; 
Secondly , there arc other nes which are com- 
mon to all that plead for the purity of Chrifts Ordi- 
nances, and which doth not neceflarily infer ſach 
Separation , butonely ſerve to ſhew the unlawfulneſs 
of that praCtiſe , and of our communicating therehh ; 
to which purpoſe I am to ſhew two things : Firſt , 
What our Exceptions arc againſt the \Service-Book : 
Secondly, how juſt they are. 

Firft , the Exceptions againſt it, are ; Firſt , Thax 
it is deviſed by men 5 (wiz, ) other men whom God hath 
not called to ſuch a work, as to invent Forms of Pray- 
ers, which ſhould be uſed by all the Churches in'a 
; Land, 


| OE. \. 

Land, *for their Prayers : Sbctdty » That fit impoſed ">. 
wpon the Miniſter and People of neceſſity: Thirdly, 
That it ts ſtinted both in matter and words ,. to. be uſed 
without variation : Fourthly , That tits read "out of 
a Booke that is many wayes faulty and corrupt. 

Secondly, the juſtnefſe of the Exceptions againſt 
it, may be declared by-Reaſons, The firſt Reaſon, be- 
cauſe God did never command to uſe, nor promiſe to 
accept ſuch a WorſWp. In which reſpeCt it is-a mani- 
teſt breach of the ſecond Commandement , Ex09. > 0. 
verl. 4, 5, 6. For ifthe Book of Prayers were means 
of Gods Worſhip, ordained by God , furely he would 
have given ſome light and ground for thei in his 
Word in the Old Teſtament 3 it ever it had been need- 
fall to have helped them with a Form of publick Ly- 
turgy , God would have deviſed one for them , -or 
have given power to the Prieſts and Levites to have 
preſcribed one to thein , during the minority and Pe- 
dagogie of that Church, But we find no ſyllable of 
any ſuch matter in all the Law and the Prophets : what 
Forms are there mentioned, are but for ſome ſpecial 
occaſions, and commanded to the Charch'( which I 
pray obſerve) not-from every ordinary Church Offi- 
cer, Prieſts'and Levites, but onely from the Prophets, 
who had an extraordinary and immediate calling 
from God, and who might as well deliver for Scri 
ture Oracles, the 'Truth of God taught by them, as 
any Forms of Prayers or Prayles. | 

But we ſee a Form of Bleſſing ts appointed to be 1, Obj, . 
uſed by Aaron and his Sonnes, Numb. 6.24,25, 26. 
Therefore a Form of Prayers may be appointed to the 


Miniſter, 
/ There 


Anſw, 


2.0be. 


Anſw, 


6). 

"There is an apparant difference-between Prayer and 
Bl , in the ſence of that place; for Prayer is.ex- 
prefled from men to God , but Bleſling in the ſence 
of that place is pronounced from God to man 3 - and 
therefore the Lord faith, Thus ſaalt thou bleſſe the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, verl.2,3. not unto God. 
And Solomon uſed a different geſture in praying , and 
in blefling the people, to note the difference between 
them; for in praying for them he kneeled, 1. Kyngs 8. 


4+ 5, but he ſtood up when he bleſſed the Congrega+ 


tion, ver. 55, according to the rule Deutronomee x 0.8. 
Secondly , if that Blefling were aPrayer, yet it 
will not thence appear that ſet Forms are lawful ; 
for there are who give divers Reaſons to prove, that 
Moſes in that place did not preſcribe unto the Prieſts 
aForm of words , whereunto they muſt be /tyed in 
blefling of the people , but only gave them: a rule or 
diretion according to which hep ſhould blefle them 3 
nor can the' contrary be proved from the Scripture. 
Thirdly , If it were a tinted Form , .yet it was 
not deviſed by men , but by God himſelf, who com- 
manded Moſes to appoint Aaron thus to blefſe the 
ple. From Gods appointing a Form of wordrof. his 
own deviſing y to be uſed in bleſſing of the people 
in his Name 5 it will not therefore follow., that man 
may appoint a Form of words deviſed by other men , 
to.be uſed by the Miniſter praying in the name of the 
Congregation to God. 
A ſet Form is uſed in ſinging of Pſalmes ; Ergo , 
it may be uſed alſo in Prayer. | 
Singing of Plalmes and Praying ,. differ many 
wayes : 
| Firſt, 


('7 

Firſt , many Pſalmes *4 for Inſtruction only}, 
wherein is not a word of petition ; and thoſe Pfalmes 
which containe Prayers, are written for our inſtruction, 
and ſerve toteach us in what manner we ſhould pray on 
like occaſions, Col, 3. 16. as all Scriptures were writ- 
ten for our learning , Rom. 1 5, 4. and are profitable to 
teach , 2, Timoth, 3.16. But as the reading of them 
is not the praying of the Church, ſo neither is the fing- 
ing of them , which is but loud ſpeaking as it were in 
a certain harmony or tune , the Church praying g 
for inftancethe 102. Pſalme, is intitled 4 Prayer of 
the affifted 3. yet it was not impoſed or deviſed to be 
faidby every man for his prayer in affliction , bur it 
ſerves toteach us in what manner we ſhould pour out 
our complaints before the Lord in ſuch caſes , and we 
may , it we will, takeſuch expreflions thence, as may 
beſt fuite with .our occaſions , not ſtinting our ſelves 
tothoſe words alone. 1 | 

Secondly , in Prayer , the Miniſter. alone uttereth 
the words , the people adding their Amen in the end , 
r Cor. 14. 6. but in finging, every perfon in the Church 
pronounceth every word and fyllable aloud ; and in a 
rune "Ergo, there is aneceflity of having Forms of 
Pſalmes ſet down in words , not ſo of Prayers. 

* Thirdly, the Pſalmes are parts of Scriptures, where- 
in God fpeaketh unto us, teaching and inftrncting us , 
and we ourſelves, and one another mutually, Ephe/. 5. 
i9. Colleſ” 3. 16, Therefore it is neceflary to be expref- 
ſed in words 5 but in Prayer we ſpeak to God, accord- 
ing toſeveralloccafions, 

Fourthly , the Penmen of the Pfalmes were Pro- 
phets, extraordinarily affifted, and immediatly by God 
defigned 


3. 0bj, 


Anſw, 


4. Obj 


(3) 
deſigned to that work , fo 4M not. the Authors of 
the Lyturgy. Fon 
A fet Form of Prayer ' was appointed to be uſed 
when the Arke ment forward, and when it reſted , 
Numb. 10: 34, 35> 36. | 
. It doth not appear thatit was appointed , the Text 
faith , Moſes ſayd theſe words ; but not -that he ap- 
pointed others to ſay ſo, whenſoever the Arke ſhould 
go forward or reſt. 2. If Moſes did appoint it, 
yet that is no warrant for us 5 for Aoſes was a Prophet, 
and-had an immediate commifton from God for what 
he: appointed in the houſe of God, Heby, 3.2. which 
the Impoſers of the -Lyturgy cannot plead. 3. This 
Prayer of 'Moſes was but. on. a particular occaſion , 
and '(for ought I know ) not uſed by others after- 
wards: for we find no mention of it in divers re- 
moves af the, Ark.in Joſuah's time, Chap. 3. 4. to Chap. 
8, and in Samuels time, 1 Sam, 4.7. and in Davids 
time', 2:Seam, 6.15. Now, to plead for the lawfulnefle 
of a ſet Form , deviſed and impoſed by other men, 
ypon the Miniſters to be alwayes uſed, froma volun- 
tary. act of Moſes , uſed on aparticular occaſion , but 
not. impoſed -upon. poſterity ; what congruity is 
.therein , judge you. 

. Our - Savour Chriſt hath gruen a Form of Prayer 


* tobe ujed byus, Math. 6. Luke 11. Therefore a Form 


of Prayer. deviſed , and impoſed by other men. upon the 
Maimfter , is lawfull. 'F} | Xo 

_ Tceny the Argrtment , tor will-it follow that be- 
cauſe Chriſt may deviſe and impoſe a Form;,; therefore 
mer! may doe it ? to'parallel this with' other! things , 
Chriſts ordinance can make the writings of the Ago: 
| > {tles 


LB ( 9! 
ftles arule of Faith, can EL onde Scripture f 
- or can they appoint their ZZomz/zes to be uſed and read 
in the Churches as the Prophets and Apoſiles did their, 
writings? Indeed, ſuch apretenceis put upon their 
Homihe or Exhortation , added; to the prayers ap- 
pointed for the laſt publick Faſts, that as the Apo- 
ſtles wrote certain Epiſtles, which they cauſed to be 

' read in the' Churches, ſo certaine Apoſtolical men, 
| had written this Exbortation, &c, You may read 
the words in the Book whereunto Lreferre you, not 
having it at hand, Nowif this Title, ( v4, )as Apo- 
ftolical men, they * plead their right to preſcribe 
forms to the Churches, let, them ſhew the ſignes of 
Apoſtles , vx, that they have heard and /een Chriſt, 
_ as the Apoftles did, As 1, 21,22.and 22; 14; 1 Fobn 
1,7, 2, that they have an mnmediate calling , not of ' 
man, nor by man , but of Chriſt, Gallat,1.1. 

- Thirdly , that they have a generall commiſſion to 
goe forth into all the World to plant Churches , and 
are qualified withthe gifts of tongues , &c, for that 
purpoſe , Matth. 28.19. fs | | 

- Fourthly , that they: bave infallible affiftance of 
the Spiritin all things they impoſe upon the Churches, 
and Chriſts command for the things which they 
teach men to obſerve and to doe, as the Apoſtles had , 
Aﬀts.15. 28. Tohn 16.13, Math. 28.20. if not, they 
will be found falfe: Apoſtles, Revel. 2. 2. and muſt re- 
nouncethar plea, elſe both their office and impoſitions 
are to be rejected as Antichriſtian., Again , Chriſt can 
appoint Sacraments which.men cannot do, yet theſe 
who preſume to deviſe a Lyturgie for all the Chur: 
ches, are ſo bold alſo as to obtrude upon them, teach- 

"I ing 


=_ 


(ho) 


ing ſigns, vx, ſignificantCeremontes., asif the Sacra 


ments which Chriſt had appointed, were not ſuffici- 
entfor that purpoſe3 in which reſpect the Churches; 
ought the more. reſolutely to ſet themſelves againſt all, 
humane deviſes and incroachments in the matters of 
Religion, leſt anew Rule of Faith in time be deviſed 
and impoſed by men, avit is in the Papacre. 

Secondly , what if this Form be not impoſed by. 
our Saviour, to the end that beleevers ſhould betyed 
onely to thoſe words in prayer,” as indeed itis not, as 
we ſhall anon ſhew in anſwer of the firſt ObjeCtion, 
of the ſecond Particular, inthe third Reaſon : Will 
this at all countenance the impoſitions of the Lyturgie 
upon the- Churches? not at all, 

A ſecond Reaſon: becauſe it is Gods Ordinance,that 
the Churches ſhould be edified" by their gifts who mi- 
niſter unto them, and that in prayer as welt as in Preach- 
ing, which I prove inthis-Order ; ' Firft, that Prayer 
and Preaching-in- the Church are two eſpecial du. 
ties of the Miniſter, As 6, 2, 4. where Praying could 
not be reading Prayers out of a Book; as neither 
could the Miniſtery of the Word; bereading of an Ho- 


- milie; for to ferve Tables, would: not hinder them 


from either of theſe. | 766% 

Secondly,- Chriſt firteth all his- ſervants with gifts 
for the whole work of the Miniſtry, Ephe/.4. 8, 11, 1 2, 
2 Cor.3.5,6. he that hath 'made. them able M{enifters 
of the new Teſtanient ; 'hath (enabled them to Pray as 
well as to Preach by their- own- gifts; For-Prayer is 
an Ordinance of the new Teſtament as well as Preach- 
ing, andthey are made able thereunto ,, not by ſhew- 
ing the ſufficiency of other men, whoſe Prayer, they 


read 


a . 4a - 
l + 1 % 's 
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( 1x, ) 
read, -butxheir ſufficiency is of Gad,: enabling them- 
ſelves 5-1o that , if any be not gifted for thoſe, works, 
the Word, doth not warrant the having of them for 
Miniſters of, Chriſt ; it they, be endued, with. gifts, fit 
for thoſe-works ,,.the, War d:doth not warraut t e,pre- 
{cribing to. them ſtinted, Prayers or Homnulies3 and 
why may they not as lawfully © command them to 
Preagh.by reading of Homiligs,, as to, pray, by reading 
of. the, Lyturgie;? ©! tb. Dov to obacgp aids to 3: o 
./Fhirdly ,, The manifeſtation of the Spirit, every; gift. 
indeclaring whereof the Spiritis TANG: is given 
not onely to, ſome men that lived ip former times, but. 
to every man, much, more to theman of God to profit 
_ withall, 1 Cor.12..7: For. what is.there {laid ot-ex- 
traordinary gifts , holds by. proportion in all gifts., 
eſpecially Miniſteriall : but. what Miniſterjal gift is ex- 

erciſedand manifeſted in reeling rayers which cyery 
child -of-43 95113; yEares. olds. is. ſufficiently able 


to dee, 00 Por gw nnonmmiioonr ho; F 
| Reading of Setipture .15 @ Miniſterial dutie, and there- Ob. 1. 
fore why not reading of Prayers, alla? . (1, 
{Between publick. eadipgoloeriparesgud.publick Anſw. 
 regdivg of Prayers , there. ate at leaſt rwo differences. 
Firt',. the. publick reading; otScripture 1s Gods Ordi- 
nance... {f0 is notthe other );Fhe readin of the Law 
and Prophets, is mentioned. as, party of Gods publick 
Worſhip , A85:1.3; 454;Bv there, is.np:mention from 
Moſer to Chriſt, ot any: Lycos devil oy pan which 
might. not have been.conſealed,, if it had been forthe 
edification/of the. Church, . to ſet up, ſuch: means of 
Gods Worſhip. 4s: Lyturgier xead publickly for the 
Prayers of the Cured Engel Readipg of Scrip- 
Furr Fa 


tures. 


We > Ri, 
tures fimply conſidered in it ſelf, in 'the- publick. AC 
ſembly, is notthe proper work of the : Miniſter, but 
may be done by any member, whom- the Church 
ſhall appoint' thereunto;, though he- be-no/ Miniſter, 
as the manner is'in the Reformed Churches beyond the 
Seas; but the reading ofthe whole Lyturgy' is not per- 
mitted to eyery man , but'only ſuch as are made Mini- 
ters by the Prelates : now ſeeing they make ſuch ac- 
count of this piece of ſervice , .as to appropriate'itto 
the Minifterto read the Lyturgie, and to bind him 
ſo ſtriftly to the uſe of it,. as they doe, it concerns 
both Minifters and People,- to ſee that: it be warranted 
by the Word, fo tobe uſed in the Churches. 
their own gifts afterwards in the Pulpit. 
 _ If the Word enjoyns: the exerciſe of his own 


' The reading of the Lythurgiez hinders. not 'the uſe of 


* gift in Prayer as well asin Preaching, and doth not give 


wartant to'the introducihg of any other Formes , by 
mens deviſe. and appointment , we muſt. be carefal 
as not to'take from the Word, any Ordinance of God, 
ſo notto add to the-Word, as 'means of worſhipping 
God by rhe deviſes and appojntmentoft men.” 2.-It they | 
may limit them inthe Deke 2» why not in the” Pulpit 
alſo > 3. The Canon alſo ſtints them accordingly, a 
form alwayesto be uſed in the: Pulpit, ſee Canon 55. 
as well as in the Deske; and in Norov:tch Dioceſs that 
torm is preffed upon the Miniſter in'the Pulpit, -and 
Canonicall obedience binds them thereunto, who have 
yeelded themſelves to be governed by theſe Canons 
and Conſtituttons 3 ſo that at laſt the Church will come 
to be wholly deprived. of the profit ot their Miniſters 
gifts, and Chriſt of the honour ofthem- for 'who ſees 


n OC 
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(13) 

not that the impoſing of Prayers deviſed by other. men 
upon the Churches, to be uſed by all Miniſters ordina- 
rily for theirs and the Churches Prayer, doth much d:- 
rogate from the honour, fruit, and benefit of Ch: its 
, Aſcenhon intoHeaven,and trom the love,care, &boun- 
ty that he hath, and ſhewes- continually to his Church 
-upon Earth, giving gifs to-men, for the wor ke of the 
Minzſterie, and the profit of the Churches, Epheſ.q, 8. 
and the x 3, x Cor. , 12. 4, 5, 6. with Mat, 28.20. 
., The third Reaſon : Becauſe God hath appointed 3. 
other helps for Prayer , (which are ſufficient without 
this, ) .Firſt particular, the Holy Ghoſt is given to 
teach us to pray as we ought , Rom. 8. 26. the Spirit 
helps our infirmittes , who knows not how to-Pray as 
we ought. How doth' it that ? not by a Booke in 
reading, whereof the Miniſter offers up his own , and 
the Churches Prayer to God , ( for that will rather 
help them to more infirmities, and lefle abillities in 
Prayer) but zt /e/f makes requeſts ;- firſt, it provokes us 
to Pray, and tels us as it were within, what we ſhould 
pray, or frameth ſuch deſires within us by which we 
requeſt God, as 'Expoſiters of the beſt note interpre 
that place. —_ 

| A Prayer made by others, and read ont of a Book may be 0b. 1. 
{ard to be made by the Spirit of God: Firſt, becauſeit aſſiſted 
him that made the Prayer :. Secondly , becanſe the Spirit 
ftirreth up his « affections who reades the Prayers. 

This Objec:on the Apoſtle ſeemes to prevent when 
he faith, The Sprrit ut ſelf makes requeſts for us , viz. Anfw. 
the Spirit alone, either inumediately (or by means 
' anRtified and ordained by himſelt) makes requelits 
for: us, 473, who: ſet our ' ta to Pray (though with 

. many 
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IS 4th 
' many infirmities ) which alſo the word-following/in- 


timates , when he gives this for the. reaſon, why the 
Spirit helps our infirmities , for ſaith he , Ie know 
not how to pray as we ought, But if ſuch read Lyturgzes 
were ſufficient , it might be ſaid, though we know 
not how to pray as we ought; yet thoſe that made 
the Lyturgie knew how to pray, 'and we pray their 
prayers; whence it will follow ,, that it 1s not ſuf- 
ficient to the-intent of that place , that others were 
aſſiſted in making the Prayers which were read, and 
that our affections be ſtirred up in reading thoſe Pray- 
ers , unlefſe our-underſtanding be direted;, and our 
affections quickned by the holy Ghoſt , to expreſlſe by 
our own gifts , our own requeſts when we pray for 


- others, or for our ſelves : and that this is the true 


meaning of praying in the ſpirit, andin the holy Ghoſt, 
will appear in Gallat, 4.'6, Fpef, 6.18. Fudeverl, 20. 
t Cor. 14. - | | 2 
' The Prayer of the Myniſter is deviſed by man , viz. 


himſelf, and the people are\lmited by his Prayer, as much 


as by a Book-form. | 
The queſtion is not. of Prayer deviſed by a mans 
{elf,- or of limitting the ſpirit in the. people , but of 


Prayer deviſed by others , and impoſed ;* and of limit- 


ting the ſpirit of the Miniſter ; the firſt is lawfull, the 


| ſecond finfull: for a man to deviſe his own Prayer 


is a duty ,' 1 Cor-14. 15; butto take up tor his Prayer 
the deviſes of other men, and to be bound'to a conſtant 


uſe of them ordinarily , is no where warranted. Again, 


that the ſpirit of the people ſhould joyn with the 


Miniſters ſpirit in Prayer is an Ordinance of- Chriſt , 
 who.oxdereth no more to their partsin that. caſe, then 


to. 


'. (''15:): 
to joyn with him, and fo teſtifie it by ſaying Amen , 
1- Cor. 14.16. and therefore it cannot be properly ſaid, 
that the Spirit is limitred by his own Ordinance ,” but. 
when the ſpirit of the Miniſter is- ſtreightened by. 
Forms preſcribed to him by men without Gods Ordi- 
nanceand appointment, then the ſpirit is limited, 
and ſtinted indeed, 0 
If the Miniſter prays by @ Form of his own deviſi 

his ſpirit is thereby ſtinted ; why may tt not as wel 7 
ſtinted by Book Prayer impoſed ? : 

Although it be not ſafe for a Miniſter to- limit him- 4»/w. 
ſelf to one Form of Prayer alwayes, though deviſed by 
himſelf, yet the veople may more ſafely joyn with 

him in that then in. the other, for two Reaſons. 

Firſt , becauſe that Prayer, being deviſed by himſelf , 

is an exerciſe of his gift in a meaſure, and his defect in 

not exerciſing it ſo much as he ſhould , is his own 
perſonall fin. Secondly, becauſe it is not by mans 
authority impoſed upon him to uſe that Form , but 
voluntarily taken up of himſelt ; in which caſe , firſt 

they ſubje&t not themſelves to mans ordinance in-Gods ' 
Worſhip; as they do in the other. Secondly , he may 
the next day alter his Form , ( for ought the people 
knows ,) ſeeing he is free touſe it or not , but in-the 

other cafe , they know no other Prayer can be expe- 

Qed by the people , or may be uſed by the Miniſter , 

then their Lytwrgre, i; | 140 | 

If a Form were not impoſed, but every Miniſter Obj. 4. 
were left unto 'brs own way , - great inconventency would 
follow” ) OW TSPIG 042 4) W919} 01 LICE: 
Firſt, you ſee the Miniſters exerciſe their own gifts An/, 

in Prayer in the Pulpit ,-without any inconveniency 

ates, | | following 


Ob. 3. 


2 
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1.0bsj,. Fiſt Objedtion, Chriftr appointing @ Form ſeems to 
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 folfowirg upon it: \ a reaſon why it is niore incon-» 
venient tor them to take that liberty when: they read 
inthe Deske , then when they preach in' the Pulpit ?. 
Secondly; this Objection caſts an. unputation: upon, 
Chriſt and. the: Scripture, as not having ſufficiently 
provided: againſt inconveniencies in Gods worſhip, 
Thirdly , it none be admitted to the Miniſtry , bur 
thoſe : whoſe fitneſs for the work of. the Miniſtry is 
ſufficiently known according to Chriſts Ordinance , 
this inconveniency needs votto be fear, S. 

A ſecond particular : "The Scripture holds forth the 
Form of Prayer, given by Chriſt our Lord , for a rule 
and pattern, according to which our Prayer ſhould be 
framed, Matth.'s. 9, Luk. 11.1, 4. and therefore men 
cannot add other Formes hereunto by their appoint- 
ment, without injury and diſhonour to- Chritt our. 
Lord : for will it not lay an imputation of imperfeCtion 
uponthe Rule ; and upon Chriſt , as not Fficiendly 
provided for his Church? It a Form deviſed and appoin- 
red by men be good, ſeeing he hath left no rule for it in 
the Scripture, which ſhould perteRly furn;/b the man of 
Ged to every good work,(2. Tim. 3.16, 17.) and is written 
to this end among others , that we niay know how we 
ought to behave our ſelyes in the houſe of God,(1Tim. 3.15.) 
and therefore what is therein taught muſt be kept with- 
out ſpot unrebukable, to the appearing of Chriſt, (1Tum, 6, 
I 3, 14. ) without adding thereto, or deminſhing from2t, 
(Deut. 9.2. and12.32. Joſb.1.7. Prov. 30.5,6,Gall. 3.15.) 
and that under adreadtu] penalty denounced againſt - 
. thoſe who ſhall preſume to do otherwayes, ( Revel. 22: 


18,19.) 


ge 


Sts . 9. Tad 
. givealtowance to Forms deviſed by other men. for it ſhemes, 
that @ Prayer not deviſed by a mans. ſelf,may be offered up- 
to God for amans own Prayer 3 and if that be ſa;why may 
not other. men deviſe a Form of Prayer, and impoſe tt upon 
all the Churches to be uſed in the publick Aſſemblies >... 
_ If Chriſt had appointed this Form to be. uſed when 4'/». 
we pray , as the words ſeem to.intimate, Zuke 11. 2, It 
will not thence follow,that men may deviſe and. impoſe 
| their Forms ; but theſe two things will follow upon it - 
Firſt , that men muſt ſee that Chriſts Form be; uſed in 
the Church when they Pray. Secondly , that-no. man 
preſumeto impoſe another Form of other; mens devi- 
ting upon the Churches: tor inſtance,: ſuppoſe, God 
had appointed Aaronto bleſle the people alwayesin that 
Form of words, ſpoken of Numbers the 6, Chapter ,- it 
would thence have followed , that Afe/es muſt ſee ;toit 
that Aaron uſed that Form, and might not ſuffer him to 
impoſe any other Form of words. to be-uſed-by- the 
Prieſts, in bleſling the people : Prayer was typed: by the: 
inſence or perſume- which every Morning and Evening 
was burnt before the Lord, Zx0d. 30. 7; 8/compared: 
with P/al:141-,2. Now, when the Lord had deviſed and: 
' appointed a perfume, all men are forbidden to make a 
compokſition-like that pertume, Exod, 30. 35,37; $0 ifit 
could be proved, that Chriſt had made that Form -for a 
Prayer to be uſed by the Churches, and by. Beleevers 
alwayes when” they pray-3* then the offering up of any 
other. Prayers (made by others) or of our own deviſing , 
would ſeen to be as unlawful, as the offering of ſtravge 
Inſence, Exod. 3.9. - | | <1 
--Secondly., though. it be true, that Chriſt gives us li- 
berty to uſe that for aPrayer, being uttered with under- 
ſanding; yet his purpoſe is thereby to direct us "ey to 
C rame 
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frame all our Prayers, and not to tye us to ſay over theſe 
words for our Prayers, as may appear by theſe rea/ons : 
Firſt, becauſe all the circumſtances in both the Evange- 
liſts, doth lead us to underſtandit thus; for in Mathew 
it is part of .Chrifts Sermon , wherem he ſhews how. 
Almes, and Faſtings, and Prayer , are to be uſed aright 
without 4mbition, Hypocriſy , Babbling 5 and in Luke he 
ſhews them how to come to God in Prayer, as Frieads 
to their Friends , as Children to their Parents , asking” 
Bread, Fiſh, &c, and making their requeſts known to 
God,” according to particular wants, in Farth, Hope , 
Love, &c. Secondly , becauſe the two Evangeliſts 
do not tye themſelves to the ſame words, ornumber 
of words, in-recording that Form of Prayer, which may 
ſeem to be ordered by a ſpecial providence , to preyent 
this conceit for if we be tyed to theſe words which 
Chriſt uttered , which Evangeliſt fſlall we follow? 
Thirdly, becauſe the Apoſtles did not bind themſelyes 
to thoſe words, but uſed others,according to their ſeye- 
rall occaſions, and taught the Churches to whom they 
wrote (not) to ſay over thoſe words, but according to 
their neceffities and occaſions, to ſhew. their requeſts 
unto God,in all manner of Prayer ,and /upþplization in the 
Sperit, 8&c. But it Chirſt had tyed us to the uſe of thoſe 
words, in that number andorder, then it would be a 
fin to Pray atany time without uſing thoſe words, for 
heſaith, When you Pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. 

To conclude this paffage : 1f Chriſt, who is the Lord 
and Lawgiver tothe Church, and knowing the mind 
of his Father, was able to frame a perte&t and abſolute 
Prayer for his Church, yet did not hold itmeetto tye 
his people to thoſe words alwayes which hinfelf ny 

or viled, 
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viſed, -but left the Churches go therein's -much lefle 
may any man-impoſe their deviſed Forms. to be uſed of 


..neceſlity , ordained inthe Churches. 


John taught his Diſciples to pray, Luk, 7% 1, there- Obj, 2. 


fore ſtinted Lyturgies are lawful, 


It doth not appear in the Scripture, how John taught Anſw, 


his Diſciples to pray 3 whether by giving them. ſome 
rules and directions, what petitions they ſhould putup, 
and in what manner;or by compoſing a Form for them 
ifthe Former be meant , ſo may any man teach another 
to pray, and thoſe that haye the education,and inftruct- 
ing ofothers, ought to teach thoſe under their charge 3 
but that will give no countenance to ſet forms;whereaf 
the queſtion is. Again, ſuppoſe that John did propound 
ſome manner or form of Prayer tor the private uſe of his 
Diſciples , yet it doth not ſerve to juſtifie the Lyturgie 
in queſtion : For, firſt, the times are notalike, tor Re- 
ligion among the Jewes was then ſo decayed, that it is 
moſt probable, that there were but tew which held the 
right order of Prayer.Secondly,the promiſed Redemp- 
tion being then athand, it was neceflary thatthe minds 
of the Faithful ſhould be ſtirred up to hope and deſire 
 oftheſame; now, ſuppoſe John, into divers placesof 
Scripture,did fir ſome Prayer to the time,and tothe ſpi- 
ritual Kiogdom of Chriſt, which he now began to re- 
yeal ; whatis this to our times, who have a formof 
Prayer ſufficient for our direction and help, this way, 
taught by Chriſt himſelf, which they wanted in Johns 
time 3 elſe I beleeve John would have ſpared his pains 
ia this, and have'reterred them thereunto ? Secondly, 
the manner of propounding them is not like, for Johe 
indeed taught his Diſciples how to Pray in private, but 
; C- 2 did 
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_ * did nottye them to thoſe very words without variation; 
_ *which may be thusevinced : Chriſt taught his Diſciples 


to Pray as John taughthis , but Chriſt did not ſo tye his 


© * Diſciples, as-hath been proved; therefore 7ohndid-not 


0bj.'3. 


his:And who can prove that John preſcribedthem toufe 
his words at all, for he might give them a Form of 
words which they were not to uſe for their Prayets , 
but te learn from thence how to «wrder their own 
Prayers. And fo the P/almes, which are Prayers, ferve 
to teach us how to pray in like cafes,Co/. 3.16. and many 
Prayers, Printed by good men, may be uſed by thoſe 
that are ignorant,to ſhew them how their Prayers ſhould 
be framed, provided that they tye not themſelves to uſe 
thoſe Forms for their daily Prayers ; But the Lyturgy in 
ueſtion , limits all the Churches to one Form to be 
uſed of neceſſity every Lords day for their publick 
Prayers. Thirdly , the matter ot them is not alike, for 
John taught his Diſciples to pray for ſuch things as a- 
greed with the mind of God /in the Scripture , elſe 
Chriſt would have witnefled againſt that evill , and not 
have taught the Diſciples to pray as-Fobn taught his;but 
the. Lyturgy in queſtion, impoſeth ſuch Prayers upon 
the Chnrches , wherewith a Beleever cannot joyn in 
Faith, as ſhall be ſhewed in the //xth Reaſon. - 
Other Reformed Churches have Forms : Ergo, they are 
lawful. | t 249 ef TW © 169 
Firſt, we are not to conſider what other Charches 


do, but what. they ought to do ; and what'the Pri- 


mitive-Churches, planted by the Apoſtles, did, who are 
patterns to them and us. Secondly, -thofe Forms are: 
not impoſed upon all the Congregatjons of 'neceffity , 
to be uſed as theſe are , but are [ef free , as appears .in 

the 


the Liberty they take in that Mkkeata without rebuke 

| in the Low Countryes. ; L386 1G 
Publick. Prayers offered up by the Miniſter in Reaſ. 4. 

Church Afemblies, muſt be framed according tothe -* * © 


preſentand ſeveral occaſions of the Church and people 
of God,(as alfo mens priviate Prayers ought to be orde- 
red) which cannot be done when mem are ſtinted to 
thoſe Forms : Forinſtance,” the Church prayed accot- 
ding to the occaſion, when one- was to" be: left-in the 
place of fudas, As 1. 34. and when the Apoſtles had 
been threatned by the Council, Afts 4. 24. and when 


Peter was'in priſon; As 1 2; 5, Inlike manner Paul in- 
treats the tielp of their-prayers/ in requeſts ſutable to 
this occaſion, Rom,-15. 30; 31, 32, 2, Theſſ. 3.712.-and 
this is implyed when all Beleevers are called upon to 
watch unto Prayer, 1 Pet. 4. 7. | 


= 


In the Lyturgy there. are prayers for many occaſions 3 Objett. 
as, change of IVeather; times of Varre, Peſttlence, Famine, 
Viſitation of the ſick, Marriage, &C. ; 

Yetthere are many other occaſions of particular uſe 4/5, 
for that Congregation, and for others, which that Book 
points not at 5 as the chooſing of Officers, ' as Paſtors, 
Teachers, Elders and Deacons, by the Church ; and 
many other caſes,,whereig the Church ſhould meet to- 
gether ,. according to Chriſts Ordinance, beſide thoſe 
mentioned inthe "Text of Scripture before alledged. 

For proof of this fourth Reaſon , none of which occa- 

ſions ate fitted with any Prayer in the Lyturgy. 2. Thoſe 

occaſions whereunta ſome Prayers are ca ſhould be 

exprefſed by the Miniſter in ſuch words as may have re- 

terence to the ſeveral ſtates and conditions of their ſe- 

yeral Congregations reſpeCtively , which is ou .of 
| CnCe1r 
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RS: 
their watching over their flock : but the Book: doth 
| not this, nor can doit, . 
| Becauſe the Worſhip of God, by that ftinted Form 
| Rea/. 5, whereof our queſtion is, is the deviſe of Antichriſt; it 
| 


ing never preſcribed or uſed in the primitive Chur- 
ches planted by the Apoſtles, and recorded in Scrip- 
ture 3 but as the myſtery wrought to a greater height in 
declining times of the Church, it was received by little 
and little, till atlaſt it came to be compleatly framed , 
ſtrictly injoyned, and every where uſed in the Papacy, 
as ſerving to maintain /uperſt:tton , and adumb idol. 
: reading Miniſtery ; and to nouriſh people in ignorance 
of the nature and right uſe of Prayer 3 the Maſſe-Book is 
| in Latin, this Lyturgie-Beok is in Enghſp 5 the Maſſe- 
| Book hath all the Prayers this Lyturgze hath, and ſome 
more ; other differences 1 know not between them. 
| - Therefore King £aweardthefixth in his Letter to the 
? Devenfhire men, to convince them, that their Lyturgy 

was 00 new Service, tels them, That tt ts no other but the 

Old, and the ſelf ſame words in Engliſh which were in 
- Latine, ſave a few ns taken-out, which were ſo fond 


1 that it was a [heme to thear them in Engliſh : and King 
peech of his io Scotland, fayd , That thetr 


Engliſh Lyturgy was anil ſayd Mafſe ; and this is made 
CR *, the excrjnitns ern the Common. Prayer 
[- Book, which were briefly added too, m the Abridge- 
ment, that. it appointed a Lyturgy', which in! the whole 

. matter and Form thereof, ts too like unto the Maſſe-Book. 
Obj.1. But the words and Petitions are good tn thoſe Prayers 5 

therefore the Book may be lawfully uſed. _ 

1 "Anſio, Not all the words and Peticions are good; as will be 
* ſhewed in the fixth Reaſon, Secondly, good words 
| expreſſing 


} James ina S 
| 
| 
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exptefling good Petitions , 2re not. ſufficient to prove 


that their Prayers are good ; For, firſt, a Prayer may be. 


good without words, as the mentall Prayer of Annah , 
1 Sam. 1,12, r5. Secondly, 'Ih vocall Prayer mores 
required to make it good then good words,viz. Among 
other things, this,thatir proceed from the ability which: 
the Spirit of God beftows,on him who utters the.words, 
to fit his requeſts to the: preſent occaſion , John 4. 24. 
1 Cor. 14, 15, 16. 1 Pet. 4.7. , 


k 
7 


Some of thoſe Exiled m Yueene Maryes aayes , for obj 2, 


witneſſmg againſt Antichriſt , pleaded for ths Lyturgy 
' inFrankeford ; and mn the beyinnmmg of the Reformatton, 
Godly men approved it, and rejoyced in it; and ſmce holy men 
have uſed and defended it 3 therefore it may lawfully be uſed. 


Firſt, I deny the Argument 5 more particularly and 4n/w. 


diſtinctly I anſwer : Firft , that the Book then: plea- 
ded for, was made 1n Edpard the fixths time,and againft 
if Mr. Knox and others witneſſed in aſp [3- yea, 
though his life was indangered thereby, and the loofing 
of his eſtate followed upon it, yet he would not receive 
itinto the Church , though fome pleaded for it, who 
were not {o throughly purged from allAntichriſtianlea- 
'ven, as-was to be wiſhed 5 though they witneffed a 


good conteflion go the Maſſe, and Tranfſubftantia-. 


tion, &c. Secondly, Inthe beginning ofthe Reforma- 
tion, godly men rejoyced not ſo'much inthe Prayers, as 
that the worſhip of God was Celebrated in 'our own 
Language, whereas before it was in Latine , which few 
underſtood. "Thirdly, holy mens ufing and defending it 
in theſe dayes, dothnot prove'it more lawfull then Po- 
ligamy, and the raking of ” Contubrnes 'was to the Fa- 
theti before Chtift, which they uſed and were ready to 


defend, 


Reaſes 
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defend, ifany had ſpoken againlt it: in;thoſe dayes the | 
holy Apoſtles are not to' be followed, otherwiſe then 


as they follow Chriſt , x Cor. 11,1. [The Jewes at An- 
tzoch, and Barnabas was:malled by following Peters pra- 
Ctiſe, though a Pillar in the Church, without a Rule,Gal, 
2, 13. Fourthly , Inthe time of ignorance God paſſed 
them by and us alſo. But now. he admon:ſheth all men , 
to whom the truth is revealed , zo repent, Acts.17, 30, 
The Prayer-Book in queſtion ,. 15 corrupt in many 
things : Firit, the matter of ſome Petitions,..is ſuch as 
we cannot ſay Amen to it in faith , as may be inftanced 
inſome Collects; as to inſtance in one or two for a taſte: 


' Inthe Colle onthe x2, Sunday after Trinity,is prayed, 


y 
Fo 


That God would forgive us thoſe things whereof our conſci- 
ences art afraid ; and to give unto us that that our prayers 
dare not preſume to aske, In the Collett tor Innocents day, 
it is. ſaid , Almighty God , whoſe prayſe this. day the 
oun# Innocents thy witneſſes bave confeſſed , and. ſhewed 
4 not. in ſpeaking , but in dying: And in one of the 
Coles to be uſed for Morning Prayer every Lords 
day, yqu pray.for B:ſhops and Curates , and all Congre- 
gations Committed tg, their charge : . Now , it. Con- 
reations be not committed to Draceſan Brfhops as they 
Ap DRE), aa and if Peſtors of Churches be 
not their Cerates in all the Congregatzons; or it the Curats 
under the Paſtors of. the Churches, be not. Chriſts or- 
dinance, then you pray,that plants which:God hath not 
lanted, ſhould proſper in the Churches; which cannot 
be done in Faith. 'To omit divers others, the very fittin 
of Collefts to certain dayes, for. holy Faſts , and Feaſts, 
not ſanctified by God,laygur of ſuperiſtition 3 as,ſpecial 


Prayers for Lent, ſerving to.cotmtenance the Corp 
X A . F c &*, O | 
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ofit as a Religious Faſt, and the Calle on. goad. Fri- 
day, and-on the holy dayes, Secondly , The manner of 
Praying vaine (0: vm 52s, the ofren repeating the 
Lords Prayer 5 and, Glory tothe Father 5 ae Leitlons 
mers y {100 us, SCC, notout- of feryency, as Chriſt, and ya 
David, and Damel did, butout of Form meerly 5.this 1s ment of 
expreſly condemned Moetth, 6. 1 2. Diſorderly Reſpon- =_—_ 
{aries, the Clark taking a-part of the Prayer out of the ern. 
Miniſters. mouth,. contrary--to the 1 Cor; 1 5.40. which Pas: 2. to 
alſoiutroduceth-an office into the Church, which God ** '© 
neverappaintedsas allo,the reading Curats are-contrary 
_ to Exekeel 44.8, Now, the Prayer which we cannot offer 
up 12 Faith, is contrary 40. Romans 14. 23. Heb;.x1, v,6, 
andChap. 12; 28, a9, 11 it ol ono lh og ar 
"Secondly, Beſides the Book, which for theſePrayers 
ſakes is brought into-the Church, perverteth the right 
uſe of the mw Pr 2 "32 OH and miſapplieth them 
tormaking of Goſpels, Epyſtler, Leſſons and Collefts, ap- 
pointed for Feaſts of mens deviſing, and derived from 
the Papiſfts ; and it retains a corrupt tran{lation of the 
P/alms , and bringeth into the Church Apocrypha wri- 
tings, and the errours contained in them, Fa od 
' Some things may be found amilſſe in the Prayers of Mt- 0bj. = 
niſters, when they exerciſe their own gifts , with which & 
man cannot joyn in Faith ; yet that which ts good ts not to 
be rejetted for that winch ts evil 3 and why not i this caſe 
alſo: it IE.” | elatey 
When the Miniſters exerciſeth his own gift , Gods An/w. 
ordinance is obſerved; wherewith Imay communicate 
in Praying, aswell as in Preaching , notwithſtanding 
his infirmities in either, whichare butperſonal, and in 
ſuchcaſes the Rule warranteth men to try all thingsjand 
to hold that which 7s good, 2 Theff, 5, 21, But when.the 
D . 


_ Lyturgy: 


Sec . KEE. - 
Lyturgy is read, an ordinance which is not of God, but 
of man, is introduced into Gods Worſhip, contrary to 
theſecond Commandement ; and therefore I muſt re- 

_  Jetit y and haveno communion with it. 
Obj..2, ' Suppoſe theſe tinted Formes be not lawfull, yet the fault 
' 25 not ours, but theirs that impoſe them. 
Unlawful commands in matters of Religion eſpecial- 
Anſw. ly, cannot be obeyed without ſin, FZeſ, 5. x1, anditisa 
-  finto walk after them many wayes : Firſt, againſt God, 
_ fromwhoſe Authority ſo'muchis derogated as is aſcri- 
bed to mans Ordinance in thoſe matters, Coll, 2, 22,23, 
Secondly, againſt our Superiours, whoſe conſciences 
are offended, they being imboldened to fin, whileſt 
they think that to be lawfully impoſed, which is by us 
received and obeyed, 1 Cor. 8. 10,11, 12, Thirdly, 
againſt the preſent age and poſterity , whileft by bur 
ycilding to unwarrantable impoſitions, the reformation 
1s hindered. Fourthly, againſt our ſelves, by partaking 
in other mens fins, 1 Cor.11. tet»: 

Obj. 3+ This rather concerns the Mtniſter whoſe attion it is, then 

the people. - | 

Anſw. Whatſoever worſhip is offered up to God by the Mi- 

©.» Niſter, is in their name, and fo the action of the Afﬀſem- 

bly then preſent, who are to declare their afſent by ſay- 
ing Amen, if it be lawful ; if otherwiſe to call upon their 
Miniſter to fulfil the Miniſtry -which he hath received 

_ ofthe Lord, Co/. 4. 17. and as occaſion ſhall require to 
proceed further to declare their diſlike in ſuch a man- 
ner as is meet, either by abſenting themſelves from ir, 
or by other wayes declaring their diſlike,fo as the whole 
Church may take notice. ot it. EF 797 
0bj. 4.- © What if oneread on @ Book, or talk with others,or do ſome 
thing elſe in the bottome of the Seat, whitſt the Lyturgy is 
reading, is not it ſwffictent ? _ Publick 
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publick diſorders muſt be nt? WIEN againſt, Anſw, 
1 Timot. 5. 20./that the Church-may be edified ;:if that 
cannot be done, or be to no purpoſe, men ought to ab- 
ſent themſelves from that act of worſhip wherein they 
cannot joyn warrantably 

But 1 can joyn with the Church in ſome Ordinances of 01, j.s 

God without theſe : ar, inthe reading of the Scriptures, and $f 
in the Sacraments 3 and if I joyrinot in Lyturgy,I may looſe 
many good Sermon in Churches that are much requented 
and thronged. h 

The anſwer which the Miniſters of Scot/audin the exa-: Anſwv. - 
mination ofthe five Articles enacted at Perth, whereby 
they juſtifie their not communicating attheLords'Table 
where the pk is changed, and diſtributing the Ele- 
ments by the Communicants is wanting, will ſerve for 
this parpoſealſo': by.a parity of Reaſon; they ſay, we 
are all bound t6 maintain the purity and ttitegerity of Gods 
Ordinances,and therefore cannot communicate intheſe caſes : 
no man will be ſo carelefle of his legg or arm, as to 
ſuffer them to be cut off, but will venture himſelf for 
their preſervation, or the preſervation of the leaſt joynt 

 ofhis fingers, howbeit they be not ſuch noble .parts of 

the Body , as the head and heart, without which the 
Body cannot fubfiſt ; far lefle ought we to tollerate ſuch 
a horrible ſturabling-block, as kneeling in the act of re- 
ceiving the Sacramental Elements eating and drinking, 
whoſoever countenances ſuch Communion is acceflary 
to that deformation and mutillation ; for if none would 
communicate: with the Ringleaders and Introducers, 
they would be forced to defift, and had defiſted long 
ago, for ſhame: the kneeler is the theef,the communt- 
cantis the recever. Apply this tothe joyning in the Ly- 
turgy upon the ſame ground, Again, they add, ſome. 

SONw © Ws think. 
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think they may; if they. have liberty to fit themſelves , 
per mr bh. but they ſhould nor look to 
their ow perſonal priviledges, but to the liberty of the, 
whole: Church 'and - Congregation whereof they. are 
members. If ſome Citizens would giye way to the ene- 
' mies, upon condition of their imoying their own liber- 
ty, would not they be counted. Traitors, and betrayers, 
ofthe City > Burt you will ſay, Shall L ſeparate. trom a, 
Church > I anfwer, when. a Congregation.'is'devided, 
that part which doth not communicate, - is a part of that 
Church as well as that which doth, and hoth make up 
one Congregation, or Church, howbeit they bedevided 
in that- particular: action: as-both parts: of the houſe. 
makes but one houſe, notwithſtanding there be arift in 
the wall : yetit is hard ſay you, to want the benefit, and 
comfort of the Sacerament 3 - but what camtort or be- 
The erea DEfit can you find ityou be acceflaryrtotheintrodution 
ſacriledge of ſuch alterations, and ſetting of ſuch ſtumbling-blocks 
Ee "* Fn the Congregatipn'?' When we cannot-communicate 
Ame, but by committing afiti, our forbearance [15 no con- 
tempt 3 and'the Lord; who hath promiſed tobe a lirtle 
SanEtuary to his people, whenthey were to-beſcartered . 
among the heathen, Zzek, 1x. 16. will fupply qur wants, 
Dodtor Feathly ſaith, That netther the only. nor. principal 
mh. thing tobe Tegargetl in the” Sacrament, us out benefit hut 
Gods glory; and teſtifieation- of our obedtenct; to his (rats 
nance. Beza faith, (4) We cannotſeem to have-contern- 
ned, who are notpermitted to partake of-rheni; as they 
ateappointed by the Lord ; far be it from us torimagins 
any catiſes -of neceſſity 'by- which we may/violare the 
Lords Ordinance; "This aifwer may ſerve; if the caſe 
were fo hard that they could not have the accaſion.;of 
the right and pure adminiſtration of the OY elſe 
CLITEEERDE | ' \ M3 wW eres 
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where; But (praiſed be God)» et they may have it 
not far from the doors. 'Fheſe he words apply then 

rothe caſe in queſtion, and anſwer your ſelf. 

The Rule is clear, we muſt not do evil that good may 41, 2. 
_ come thereon, Rom. 3. 3, for an unlawtulact wittingly 
and willingly done, defileth a man, Mark 7.27. and'to 
them that are defiled nothing is pure, Titus 1,15, no not 
the very Sacrament, nor any other Ordinance of God, 
andGod doth more ftritly bind us to abſtain from what 
he forbids, then to do what is commanded 3 for almoſt 
all the Commandments of the Decalogue are negative, 
and negative commandments bind alwayes,and to every 
moment of time, ſo doth not affirmarives, bur as cir- 
cumftances require 5 ſo thatif the quettion be, ſecing 
I cannot do both, which ſhall I chooſe and retuſe ? the 
anſwer is, Obedzence is better then Sacrifice, x. Sam, 15, 

32. I muſtrather torbear the good how great ſoever, 
then commit the evill how little foever ; therefore this 
order is fet tor our obedience, firſt efchew evil, then do 
good, Plalm. 34: 14. Efay. 116,17, Again,northe want 
but'the contempt of the Sacrament fhall be imputed to 
men tor iv, for the Paſleover was as neceſlary to berrc- 
ceived of the Jewes once a year, as the Lords Supper 
is at any time hows and yet in caſe oflegall pollution;or 
being trom home in a journey, they were warratited/to 
beablentrom it , Nam. 10,13. © 5] 

Prayer and Preaching, and Prayer and Reading, and 4,7 . 
Prayer at the Sactaments: are difterent Ordinances, 
though they ought to go together'in their ri ght uſe; yet 
they may be ſevered ;8 therfore we maſt look that rhe 
arelawfull, and diſtin one from another: the lawfull | x 
Preaching of the Word will not excite us for joyninz 4 
with unlawful Prayers ; the gooduefſe of Preaching wlll 


not 


0bj.6. 


Anſw. 


(39) A 
not bear out the corruptions in Praying ; the goc 
Wheat will not make the Tares good, but the Tares ra- 
ther will choak the Wheat; ſo corruptions in one Or- 
dinance will not better another, nor be bettered by it, 
but corrupt it, and make it worſe in time 3 as we ſee deſ- 
piſing of Prophecying and alight account of the Mini- 
{ters gifts in Preaching, accompany the ſtinting of the 
Miniſters tro mens Forms in praying ; for the impoſers 
thereof accounts the Church ſufficiently provided for 
with the Lyturgy, and the Book of Homultes, and values 
the Miniſters more for their conformity in reading,then 
for their gifts in Preaching. | 
Some find by experience that they have recetved much good 
and comfort in the Word and Sacraments, even when the 
have joyned in that Book-prayer and ſlinted Service 5 there- 


fore ut ts lanfull. 


I devythe Argument : For, firſt, the lawfulneſs of 
ations muſt be proved not by events, but by Rule, 
Mezch. 6.8. Secondly, by ſuch reaſoning a man may 
prove all Popiſh yanities lawtul ; as, kneeling in the a&t 
of receiving, for they have had much comfort -in ſo 
receiving their Maker ; fo, for Organs and Inftruments 
of Mokick..eo be uſed 1n finging Pialmes in the Church, 
becauſe ſome have found their hearts much .cheared 
and lifred up to Heaven almoſt thereby ; ſo, for Images 
to be uſed, for the help of mens devotion ia worſhipping 
God,becauſe ſome have found their ſpirits much ſtirred 
up by them ſo,for ſaying over ſo many Pater-noſters, 
Ave Maryes, and Prayers A number on their Beads, be- 
cauſe many have found much comfort therein.. Second- 

> That good and comfort whereof men ſpeak, is in 


ome a meer fancy, arifing from a falſe peace within, 


Eauſed by ignorance, or the filence of conſcience ; in 


ſome 
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ſome, a meer deluſion of "aL whereby he holdeth ſu- 
perſtitious perſons in love with their blind deyotions 5 
in ſome others a common work of the ſpirit, which hy- 
pocrites may feel.in the Ordinances, without being ac- 
cepted in what they do. Laſtly, It is in ſome a ſanctify- 
ing and faving work of the Spirit, and then it is Gods 
blefling upon his own erdinance, whereunto they pre- 

are their whole hearts, not upon mens own warrant- 
able deviſes, wherewith they are defiled through igno- 
rance, God mercifully pardoning theſe ignorances, 
though he is diſpleaſed at their inventions, Pſal. 99, $. 
But this helpeth not them who are willingly ignorant of 
any duty, or ſlight any known fin, Prov. 19, 16, 

However, it pleaſeth our merciful God to paſſe by 
the times of our ignorance, yet now he calls upon usto 
repent, Af. 17. 30, It now we ſhall ſhut our eyes againſt 
the light that is offered, or take liberty to fo becauſe 
we think the matter is not great ; what comfort or bleſ- 
ſing can we expect hereafter in any ordinance.? Pſal. 
FO, IG, 17, 

To conclude, It reading the Lyturgze be the praying 
which Gods Word allowes, we are bound in conſcience 
to apply our ſelves to it as Gods Ordinance ; and not 
we only, but alſo all the Churches throughout the 
World ; 1t not, we are bound to witnefle againſt it: 
Conſider what I ſay, andthe LORD giveyou un- 
derſtanding in all things. What I have written is the per- 
{waſion of my heart, yet I fubmit it to the examinatian 
of the Godly Learned by Scripture, | 


